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How do Donovan students feel about remote learning? 

When this issue is published, we will have completed four months of remote learning due to the COVID-19 

pandemic. Classes are all completely online and students are responsible for logging in to live instructional 

meetings, turning in assignments on Google Classroom, and sometimes completing work independently. We 

polled students through a Google Form to find out what the population thinks about remote learning so far. 

Out of 803 students, 82 responded: 43 7th graders and 39 8th graders. 

Here are the results: 

Not enjoying 

it at all 

Loving it 

Not loving it, but 

not hating it  

either 

It’s pretty bad 

It’s going 

pretty well 

Students said online learning was enjoyable  

because of: 

 Sleeping in 

 Using the computer for schoolwork 

 Getting off early when all the work is done 

 Being comfortable at home 

 Staying safe 

 Chatting with teachers 

Students said online learning was not enjoyable 

because of: 

 Slow internet/bad connection/lagging 

 Lack of motivation 

 Distractions in the background 

 Easy to miss due dates 

 Too many assignments 

 Sitting in front of a screen for too long 



We also asked students about their preferences if we were to return to in-person schooling.  

Here are the results of  those polls: 

Continued on page 3 2 
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Finally, we asked students about their feelings regarding COVID-19. Here are the results of  

those polls: 

Not afraid 

at all Very afraid 

Not afraid 

at all 

Very afraid 

Overall, the data shows that Donovan students are doing okay with online 

learning. Though it has its ups and downs, we are staying strong through 

this pandemic and trying our best every day. This method of  learning obvi-

ously works better for some people than others, but it sounds like we’re do-

ing the right thing by keeping our brains active and learning during these 

uncertain times.  

Thank you to those who responded to our survey. Your contributions are 

greatly appreciated. Be safe everyone! 
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Online Class Experiences: Interviews with Teachers 
By Tina Covic 

 
While teaching remotely, crazy things can happen! I spoke with some Donovan teachers about weird and funny 

things that have happened during remote learning, as well as how their classes are going in general. 

Q: Which class is the craziest/funniest and most interactive 
class? 
      
Mrs. Peterson: First period of Day 1 because they are the funniest 
and most interactive in the chat. 
Ms. Roundtree: I would have to say all my classes! 
Mr. DeBan: No classes are really crazy. Some have students who 
participate a lot, some have students whose parents don't know 
they are in class, sometimes you can see other students goofing 
around on their camera, and they don't know the camera is on at all. 
Mr. Fagan: My Day 1 5/6 class is DEF the most interactive and full 
of goofballs.  Day 1 8/9 has some REAL CHARACTERS who never 
leave!  And my Per 4 class...don't even get me started. 
Ms. Colon : 1st period and 8th period are engaging. 
Ms. Buono: 3rd period is talkative and participates a lot. 
         
Q: Do you have a favorite saying/phrase that they made up or 
started repeating what you said? 
                   
Mrs. Peterson: Yes, “Mrs. Peterson The Hot Mess Express.” 
Ms. Roundtree: Yes, I have said, “Chicken wing, chicken wing, hot 
dog and bologna” and they started repeating it. 
Mr. DeBan: I don't think any of my classes have made up any say-
ings or quotes, but I do know that in class I say the word 
"technically" a lot and stress it, so they could be making fun of me 
for constantly saying that. 
Mr. Fagan: Nobody has made up any funny sayings or anything. I 
haven't heard any funny lines and no one listens to me enough to 
repeat anything I say. 
Ms. Colon: I’m not sure. 
Ms. Buono: Not sure. My classes are just polite and I love that. 
 
Q: Which class is the most active? 
   
Mrs. Peterson: Adapted PE is the craziest, most fun and active 
period. 
Ms. Roundtree: All of my classes are pretty active in their own way! 
Some type more, some speak more, etc.! 
Mr. DeBan: My 9th period class is the most active out of everyone. 
They are always on time, have the best attendance record, and do 
their work. They also ask questions to clarify and seem to be taking 
the whole "remote learning" concept seriously. 
Mr. Fagan: My most active class is period 4.  The question always 
is, are they active in LEARNING or are they active in wasting time? 
Ms. Colon: A tie between 1st and 3rd. 
Ms. Buono: 3rd period is probably the most active. 

Q: Did you have any crazy experiences with hackers or 
anything in that category? 
 
Mrs. Peterson: Yes, hackers, basically. They started join-
ing and saying inappropriate things so I kicked them out. 
Ms. Roundtree: Yes I have. 
Mr. DeBan: I only had two instances of people hacking into 
my classroom.  One, I booted immediately, the other time I 
had my lock on so I could decline them. 
Mr. Fagan: Yes, I had to learn the hard way not to allow 
"outside-the-district" accounts into my Google Meets.  Luck-
ily nothing bad happened. 
Ms. Colon: Only with 8th period. 
Ms. Buono: One time, someone tried to enter without a first 
and last name and I saw them in the waiting room and de-
clined the request to join. 
 
Q: Do you know if they were students from this area? 
          
Mrs. Peterson: I have no clue if they were students hack-
ing; we only reported it. 
Ms. Roundtree: I would believe so. They would have to 
have the Utica City Schools email address so yes. 
Mr. DeBan: I am assuming they are from the district be-
cause how else would they get my Google Meet link? They 
must have gotten it from a fellow student. 
Mr. Fagan: No idea who it was or where they were from. 
Ms. Colon: I assume so. They tried to join using the name 
of someone in my 8th period class. 
Ms. Buono: I’m honestly not sure. 
 
It sounds like online classes are going fairly well without too 
many incidents. Thanks so much to the teachers who 
shared with us! 
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Interview with Ms. O’Herien 

By Per Ler U  
 
 

 

Ms. O’Herien previously worked  
for JFK for a year and had been a  

substitute for several years in  
Chittenango.    

                                      
 
 
Q: Why did you decide to 
become an English teacher? 
Ms. O’Herien: I have always loved reading and writing. I used 
to stay up late and wake up early to read. I would even get in 
trouble for trying to read while eating at the kitchen table. 
 
Q: How many years of college did it take for you to 
become a teacher? 
Ms. O’Herien:  Seven years total. Five years for my undergrad-
uate degree — usually it’s four but I took an extra year to fin-
ish. Then, two years for my master’s degree. 
 
Q: What is your favorite thing about teaching? 
Ms. O’Herien: Getting to interact with students and other 
teachers. I love hearing all of the stories and learning new 
things from everyone around me.  
 
Q: In your opinion, what is the hardest part about 
teaching? 
Ms. O’Herien: Not having enough time. I wish I could spend 
more time helping students individually. 
 
Q: What are your goals for this school year? 
Ms. O’Herien: This year I would like to get better at organizing 
digital files. Right now I rely too much on the ability to search 
with keywords. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color and why? 
Ms. O’Herien: Lavender, even though I am always wearing all 
black. I’m not sure why. I just find it really pretty. 
 
Q: What is your favorite type of music to listen to? 
Ms. O’Herien: If I had to pick a favorite type of music, I would 
probably have to choose pop-punk. It is my most listened to 
genre. 

 
It was nice to meet you, Ms. O’Herien and I hope you  

enjoy working at Donovan! 

An Interview with Ms. Synakowski! 
By Azariah Barber 

 
This is Ms.  

Synakowski’s third 
year teaching. She 

has been a substitute 
in various districts 

and had worked for 
JFK before teaching 
at both schools this 

year. 
 

Q: What subject do you teach? 
Ms. Synakowski: I teach 7th grade Family and 
Consumer Science at both JFK and Donovan. 
 
Q: How do you feel about teaching in a new 
school? 
Ms. Synakowski: It feels odd because I can’t actu-
ally meet my students.  
 
Q: How do you feel about teaching this year? Do 
you like it so far? 
Ms. Synakowski: Yes! 
 
Q: When do you teach at Donovan and JFK? 
Ms. Synakowski: I teach at Donovan in the morn-
ing and JFK in the afternoon. 
 
Q: Which do you prefer? Teaching remotely or 
in-person? 
Ms. Synakowski: I prefer in-person.  
 
Q: Now for some fun questions! What is your 
favorite flavor of ice cream? 
Ms. Synakowski: My favorite flavor is coffee. 
 
Q: What is your favorite color? 
Ms. Synakowski: Orange. 
 
Q: Do you prefer dogs or cats/puppies or kit-
tens? 
Ms. Synakowski: I love all animals. However, if I 
had to pick it would be dogs over cats.  
Puppies and kittens are both on the same level of 
cuteness. 

 
 

Thank you for the interview, Ms. Synakowski!  



Regents Courses and Online Learning 
By Jocelyn Barnard 

 

During this pandemic, we have had to adapt to online learning, but how is it actually working out?  
For this article, I have asked Mrs. Fagan, an Algebra teacher here at Donovan, Mr. Schreppel, a  

Biology teacher at JFK, and a few students a series of questions on the topic. 

                vs  

 
JB: I have some questions for you that have to do with remote learning. First, how are you feeling about 
teaching students online? Is it easier or a challenge? 

Mrs. Fagan: It is a challenge, especially for teaching math. When we first started, I was not very good at 
using technology, and changing the way I approached teaching was very difficult for me. Catching up 
with new technology sources and various online programs to help teach has been a huge learning 
curve.  
 

JB: Does in-person teaching make a difference to you? 

Mrs. Fagan: Yes. Math is best learned visually. Having students in person allows me to see them and 
read their faces and reactions while they are working on problems. I can also tell when a student is ac-
tually doing the work! 
 

JB: Lastly, are there things that you like or dislike about this school year? If so, then what? 

Mrs. Fagan: I do like that I have learned many new ways to teach math virtually. When we get back to 
in-person school, I will continue to use some of those new platforms to help engage my students even 
more. I do not like teaching the graphing calculator remotely. That has been a tremendous challenge 
for me and my students!  
 

 
 
JB: Hey guys, would you be willing to answer a few questions for the newspaper? 

Amanda: Go ahead! 
Kiara: Sure. 
Darryl: Okay. 

JB: How do you feel about taking a regents class online? Is it difficult or easy for 
you? 

Amanda: It can challenging depending on what you’re learning. 
 

JB: Do you have a hard time understanding the content in these classes?  
Kiara: The subjects are easy, but sometimes I have a hard time paying attention 
with all the distractions at home. 
 

JB: Do you like learning these specific subjects online? 

Darryl: I wouldn't say that I like doing Regents classes online, but it's not bad. 

6 Continued on page 7 
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JB: Hi Mr. Schreppel! Thanks for taking the time to answer my questions for the article. 
Mr. Schreppel: Hi Jocelyn, sure! Happy to help. 
 

JB: How are you feeling about teaching students online? Is it easier or a challenge? 

Mr. Schreppel: I am not really a fan of online learning, but at this time I know we need to do it to stay 
safe. Science is best taught hands-on in a lab, so being all online is a challenge. I don't think students 
are getting the full “lab” experience, but we're doing the best we can! I can compliment most students 
and say they are doing well and completing their work. Even online, hard work doesn't go unnoticed. I 
do like how organized the files are with online learning and it is much 
easier to keep track of assignments when they're on the computer and 
not on paper. I also know it can be easier to get distracted while on the 
computer.  
 

JB: Does in-person teaching make a difference to you? 

Mr. Schreppel: In-person learning does make a big difference to me, 
but again, we are doing what is safe for everybody. I feel students do 
need labs, hands-on activities, and basic human interactions to be suc-
cessful. Sitting all day in front of the computer isn't easy. Humans are 
social creatures; we need more than voices and a screen. It's also easi-
er to “tune out” online and even humor can get lost over the comput-
er.  
 

JB: Are there things that you like or dislike about this school year? If so, then what? 

Mr. Schreppel: I like that most students are completing their work and participating. The students are 
learning the best they can and are trying to have as normal of a school experience as possible. They 
still get their work done, laugh, and try to make the best of everything. It’s good to be together as a 
class even though it's over Zoom or Google Meet. I don’t like when technology decides to “misbehave” 
like Google outages or Zoom problems. Also, there are no sports, in-person school events like Interna-
tional Night, and no concerts. Those are a big part of a student’s school experiences. It's tough not hav-
ing all that, but, all in all, I feel we're doing the best we can, and there are better days ahead! 
 

Many thanks to Mrs. Fagan, Mr. Schreppel, Amanda, Kiara, and Darryl for contributing! 

 
JB: Do you think you would do better or worse in school rather than at home? 

Amanda: I think I’d do better in physical school rather than remote school. There are less distractions 
and it’s more organized. 
 

JB: Does in-person learning make a difference to you? 

Kiara: In-person learning definitely makes a difference. Being in a classroom with peers and working 
without distractions is important. 
 

JB: Are there things you like or dislike about this school year? 

Darryl: I think it's going pretty well. I’m getting used to learning online and there’s nothing I dislike so 
far.  
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Have a Nice Retirement, Mrs. Comfort! 
     By Mirela Ahmetasevic and Miriam Grove        

 

Miriam: We all sadly know that you are retiring, but if it ’s okay with you, can you explain why? 
 
Mrs. Comfort:  I am retiring because I teach best when the students are in the classroom. COVID-19 has prevented 
this from happening. I miss seeing kids and DOING classwork and labs with them. Also, my husband had surgery in 
October and he needs me at home to help him recover. 
 
Miriam: Did you have an idea of retiring this year or was it abrupt?  
 
Mrs. Comfort: I was planning to retire in June of this school year 2021. With COVID-19 in full swing, the decision 
was made sooner rather than later; so yes, this was abrupt. 
 
Miriam: What was your favorite part about working here at Donovan?  
 
Mrs. Comfort: My favorite part about working here at Donovan was the kids; you guys are amazing! Every year, 
new and happy faces join the community and that is the part that I will miss the most. Donovan has worked very 
hard to adapt and overcome many educational obstacles to better help our kids, I am sure they will do so with re-
mote learning as well. 
 
Miriam: What are some activities you can do now that you are retired?  
 
Mrs. Comfort: The things that I will do now that I am no longer working are ride my horses, fish, and clean my 
house! 
 
Miriam: How do you feel about retiring? 
 
Mrs. Comfort: I do have very mixed feelings about leaving Donovan since I have taught here for the bulk of my time 
teaching. 
 
Mirela: How many years have you worked at Donovan? Do you wish it were longer?  
 
Mrs. Comfort: I have been at DMS for 21 years. Yes, I do wish it could have been for a longer period of time. 
 

Mirela: Do you feel that retiring during remote learning and 
quarantine is harder or easier than retiring during in-school learn-
ing? 
 
Mrs. Comfort: Retiring during COVID is difficult because every detail 
is done online or in a virtual meeting and everyone has technology 
issues. 
 
Mirela: If you had to be anything other than a science teacher, 
what would you be? 
 
Mrs. Comfort: I don’t wish to be anything other than a good person, 
and teaching has helped me do just that. 
 
Mirela: What message would you like to leave for your stu-
dents? 
 
Mrs. Comfort: The message I would leave for the students is to learn 
something new everyday. 

Thank you so much for your hard work 

and dedication to Donovan, Mrs. Com-

fort. We wish you the best and we hope 

you have an amazing retirement! 



 Black Lives Matter 
By Mirela Ahmetasevic and Sarkanyaw Chit 

 
           The Black Lives Matter movement responds directly to issues  of violence and discrimination against 
Black people and empowers them to speak out against racism. We have had some demonstrations in Utica 

and nearby towns in Upstate NY. For this article, we interviewed several students to see how they felt 
about the movement. 

How do you feel about the BLM Movement? 
 
Kiara H.: I think the movement is a great way to 
put a spotlight on something the media tends to 
sweep under the rug. Making some noise with a 
protest seems like the perfect way to have your 
voice heard. 
 
Ni’yanna H.: I feel happy about it because now 
people are helping Black people and saying it’s 
time to stop this. 
 
Hiba H.: I’m not very familiar with it, but I do try 
and use my platform, such as my social media, to 
educate others on the topic. 
 
Jama M.: I like what the Black Lives Matter move-
ment is doing. I feel like we have to try to get jus-
tice because some people hate others just for the 
color of their skin. 
 

 
 

What was the protest like in Utica? 
 
Kiara H.: The protests here have actually been 
pretty great. It was nice to see so many members 
of our community coming together to show what 
the movement truly means to them.  
 
Ni’yanna H.: I wasn’t there but I saw pictures and 
they had signs saying “Black Lives Matter” and “I 
can’t breathe” etc. and they talked about how 
they should stop racism and police brutality. 
 
If your parents/guardians  gave you permis-
sion, would you want to protest? 
 
Kiara H.: Absolutely. These protests are a way of 
fighting what’s been happening for years. If my 
generation doesn’t make the effort here, then 
who’s to say the next is even going to have the 
motivation to try? 
 
Ni’yanna H.: Yes, I would love to protest because 
I want to help the Black community and help 
them to have a voice. We need to stand up to eve-
ryone and say that Black belongs. 
 
Hiba A.: Absolutely! And if I weren’t able to, I 
would sign petitions very often. 
 
Jama M.: Yes, but only peaceful protests. I would 
not want to go to violent protests because it’s not 
my thing. 
 
Do you feel safe when you’re out in Utica? 
 
Kiara H.: No, although it’s a small city, I’ve wit-
nessed the racism and abuse that people of color 
have suffered and the lengths people will go to so 
we know our “place.” I walk these streets every-
day and I have to wonder if I, or my siblings, will 
be the next Black face on the news.  

Continued on page 10 9 



(cont’d) 
 
Ni’yanna H.: Not really because I feel targeted 
because of my skin color. 
 
Hiba A.: I prefer to go out with an adult or my 
siblings because I don’t know who’s around me. 
 
Jama M.:  Yes, it’s not really a big area. It can be 
calm and safe, but sometimes it could be danger-
ous. 
 
Are your parents/ guardians insecure about 
letting you go out by yourself? 
 
Kiara H.: There’s always that fear factor. My 
mother hates the idea of us walking the streets 
alone, but sometimes it’s unavoidable. There’s 
always going to be some kind of danger, but it 
almost doubles because of the color of my skin. 
 
Ni’yanna H.: I never really asked my parents 
about how they feel when I go out. 
 
Jama M.: Yes, they are scared because you never 
know if you might get kidnapped or even killed 
just because of your skin color. 
 
Hiba A.: No, my mother doesn’t allow me unless 
it’s just in our neighborhood. 
 

 
 

10 

Do you feel safe in school? 
 
Kiara H.: School is meant to be a safe place but 
until people in that environment see what's 
wrong with racism and what’s wrong with police 
brutality, and understand why it matters, I won’t 
feel safe. 
 
Jama M.: Yes and no because sometimes scary 
things can happen. 
 
Ni’yanna H.: Yes, I do feel safe in my school be-
cause everyone is respectful of everyone’s race. 
 
Hiba A.: Yes, I do actually feel safe in school, but 
there are some incidents that happen and it 
makes me anxious. 
 
Do you feel comfortable expressing your cul-
ture in front of others? 
 
Hiba A.: Yes, I like to tell others about where I’m 
from and what foods I eat because I think it’s im-
portant to open up to others about cultures and 
especially religion. 
 
Jama M.: Yes and no. Some things I’m not comfort-
able sharing. 
 
Kiara H.: There are so many amazing things that 
people would see if they really tapped into who 
we are as people and not just our skin color, our 
food, the holidays we celebrate, hairstyles that 
the media seems to love so much, etc. 
 
Ni’yanna H.: Yes, because I’m Black and I’m proud. 

We’d like to thank Kiara, Ni’yanna, Hiba, and Jama for 
sharing with us. This is a pressing matter and we are 

grateful for those who are willing to speak up. 
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A student’s  

workstation 

A cute  

study buddy! 
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Joining Donovan Middle School 
By Per Ler U  

 
Mr. Mullen has worked as a counselor  

for many years and has recently transferred to  
Donovan Middle School. 

 
Why did you choose to become a counselor? 
Mr. Mullen: I chose to become a counselor because I en-
joy working with kids. I also had a positive experience 
with my counselor when I was in middle school. I have 
always liked to help people. 

 
How does it feel to join Donovan during a pandem-
ic? 
Mr. Mullen:  I wish it were under better circumstanc-
es. It is difficult to not meet my students and staff 
members I don’t already know in person. 

 
Did you find it difficult to become a counselor?        
Mr. Mullen: I don’t think it was necessarily difficult to become a 
counselor. I think because it’s something I wanted to do and 
liked, it was relatively easy for me. Actually being a counselor 
can be quite challenging at times though. 
 
Are there any staff you’ve become close to recently? 
Mr. Mullen: Mrs. Racioppa and I have always been pretty close. 
We’ve worked at Proctor together for years and we both just 
transferred to Donovan this year. She’s one of the few staff mem-
bers I actually see on a regular basis in person. 
 
Did you have any jobs before this? 
Mr. Mullen: I have worked as a counselor in the Utica City School 
District for 19 years. I’ve worked at Proctor, JFK, and Donovan. 
My first job was at a retail store in the old Riverside Mall. 
 
Do you have any hobbies?                
Mr. Mullen: I enjoy fishing from my kayak. 
 
What is your favorite thing to do when you have free 
time?                                            
Mr. Mullen: Besides fishing I enjoy spending time with my wife 
and daughters. I also enjoy watching football. I’m a big Green 
Bay Packers fan and I’ve actually seen a couple games at  
Lambeau Field in Green Bay. 
 

            Thanks for the interview, Mr. Mullen!  
                        We are lucky to have you. 

Roving Reporter: 

“What is your favorite  

TikTok dance?” 

 Freak 

 Corvette Corvette 

 Said Sum 

 Boo 

 Savage Love 

 Blueberry Faygo 

 For the 

Night 

 Renegade 

 Vibe 

 Say So 

 Whoopty 

 Hoopla 

 Shower 
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     Phones vs. The District 
      By Amani Hamid 

 
Currently, the district policy concerning cell phone use is as follows: “Usage is prohibited to maintain a safe and positive 

school learning environment, unless authorized by a teacher for instructional purposes (limited to that class period). Com-
munication/Digital Device possession at school is discouraged; however if brought, must be kept with the power off.” 

Some students and parents agree with this policy and some disagree. I asked some classmates and my father what they 
think about cell phone use in school. 

Q: How do you feel about cell phone use in school? 
 
Jalil H: As a parent, I’d say it can be a good thing and a bad 
thing. Using phones in school can a benefit because of access 
to, for example, calculators and notes. On the other hand, 
phones tend to cause a distraction. 
Alisia M: Well as a student, I think that we should be able to 
use our phones during school for safety reasons and if we 
have free time, for entertainment. 
Faith B: I think that students should be allowed to use their 
phones while in class for safety and maybe if they want to use 
it to call their parents. 
 
Q: Has your phone ever been confiscated while in school? 
 
Jalil H: No, because I didn't grow up using a cell phone and I’m 
also very responsible about it at work. But, I did witness my 
friends have their phones confiscated during school. 
Alisia M: Yes, plenty of times. I’m pretty sure that most stu-
dents who use their phones in school have gotten their phone 
taken away. 
Faith B: Yes, multiple times. 
 
Q: Do you think it’s important for children and teens to have 
cell phones in general? 
 
Jalil H: Due to the way society is now, yes, mostly for communi-
cation and occupational purposes. 
Alisia M: Yes, because in some cases they might need to call for 
help or just need to talk to someone. Most of the time it's for 
entertainment. 
Faith B: Definitely. Most kids need something to keep them 
busy. 
 
Q: Do you think there should be an extended policy of any kind 
towards in-school cell phone use? 
 
Jalil H: Yes, there should be a rule that consists of in-school cell 
phone use but only for scholastic purposes. For example, cal-
culators, Google search, and anything that’ll help with school 
and learning. 
Alisia M: Yeah, I think that 
the district should add a 
rule where students can 
use their phones but only 
when they have free 
time. 
Faith B: No, not really and 
they’re most likely going 
to keep the rule the way 
it is. 

Q: Do you think that there should be justice for the kids and 
teens who have their phones confiscated and not given back 
until further notice? 
 
Jalil H: Well, if their phone is being taken away, I think that 
they should keep the policy where only the parents could 
retrieve it. But if the phone gets lost in the possession of 
the teacher, absolutely. When you take something but are 
intending to give it back, it is your responsibility to take 
care of it. 
Alisia M: Definitely. There have been many times when my 
friends have gotten their phones taken away but the teach-
er lost it and didn't get it back until weeks later. 
Faith B: Of course. Teachers shouldn’t be able to take stu-
dents' phones without the students' permission. 
 
Q: Personally, how would your life be different with or with-
out a cell phone? 
 
Jalil H: Well, I have seen the different phases — I grew up 
without a cell phone and we were more connected as far as 
friends and family because you would actually have to talk 
to people in person. If you didn’t have a cell phone, it 
would be a hassle to remember several different numbers. 
But now, we’re more dependent on cell phone memory 
than our own. Overall, it has its pros and cons. 
Alisia M: It would be completely different. Honestly, I don't 
think that my life would be easy without my phone. 
Faith B: Well, I had gone years without a phone, but now 
that I have one, I don't think I can go without it. My phone 
makes everything much easier and it’s life-changing just to 
be able to have one. 
 
Q: If you were a teacher/staff member in a school, would 
you allow your kids to use their cell phones in class? 
 
Jalil H: Yes, but only for learning purposes and not outside 
entertainment. 
Alisia M: Yes. I would allow them to use their phones when-
ever they need it and when they're at lunch. 

Faith B: Yeah. I would 
let them use their 
phones during lunch. 

Thanks to Jalil, Alisia, and 

Faith for sharing! 
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Where I’m From 
By Per Ler U 

 
I am from pens.  
From notebooks and sticky notes.      
 

I am from the ripped papers in the corners, 
grey, dirty, never can clean up.      
I am from grass, green and sometimes muddy. 
 

I'm from Thai noodles and chubby, 
From Tah and Maung.  
 

I'm from the fishing trips and picnics, 
From “Stop being a crybaby”  and “Always be nice to 
your sister.” 

 

I'm from Utica and grandfather’s wooden house,  
ice cream, Sriracha. 
 

From Christmas and Karen New Year. 
 

From the passing of my father in 2016, 
The brothers of mine not going to his funeral,  
the dear red book in my older sister’s room full 
of  baby pictures, father being happy, and all of us 
getting along.  
 
I will treasure everything in the future, remember 
those very real dreams, and tell them to my children 
as nap-time stories.  

 

Many thanks to our contributors of art and  

poetry! If you’d like to see your work published in the 

next issue, please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

By Kiara Harrison, Grade 8 

Anonymous submission 



 

Another Palladino at Donovan! 
By Logan Orlando 

 

 

Miss Palladino is a new 7th grade science teacher at Donovan this year.  

Her aunt is Miss Palladino, the principal! 

 

Q: What classes do you teach? 

Miss P: I teach regular Science 7 and one section of Accelerated Science 

7. 

 

Q: What inspired you to become a science teacher?  

Miss P: Science has always been my favorite subject and in my school 

years, I had the best science teachers who influenced me to pursue a career 

in it. 

 

Q: Do you enjoy teaching at Donovan Middle School?  

Miss P: Yes! I love teaching at Donovan. I was a teacher’s assistant here in 

the past and I was also a student here. I love this school!  

 

Q: Have you ever been a teacher at a different school?  

Miss P: Yes, I worked at Proctor last year. 

 

Q: Do you have any favorite foods or desserts?  

Miss P: My favorite foods are sushi and pizza. I also like to make pierogis and “pusties,” which is an Italian dessert. 

 

Q: Have you ever played any sports?  

Miss P: Yes, I played soccer at Donovan, Proctor, and college.  

 

Q: What do you think about teaching remotely? 

Miss P: There are lots of challenges in teaching and learning online, so doing this has pushed me to be a better teacher. I am an 

online student too since I’m finishing my graduate program online and I definitely have sympathy for you students right now.  

However, I think online learning is keeping everyone safe. 

 

Q: When it’s safe to travel again, where would you want to go on a trip? 

Miss P: I would love to go to the Mediterranean and visit Greece. 

 

Q: What has been your favorite food during quarantine? 

Miss P: Moe’s and pizza. 

 

Thanks for the interview, Miss P! We hope you have a great time at Donovan!  
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How The French Live: An Interview with Ms. Edick 

By Miriam Grove 

 
 
Donovan’s French teacher, Ms. Edick was lucky enough to live in France for 

half a year. She shared some thoughts on her  
experiences there. 

 
Miriam: How long were you an exchange student in France? 
 
Ms. Edick: 6 months, the spring semester of my junior year of college. So 
from January to June. 
 
Miriam: Were things very different there or relatively similar?  
 
Ms. Edick: Many more things were different than similar. I am sure the 
advancement of technology has made it a lot more similar. 
 
Miriam: I know one of the most popular French foods is the croissant. 
There are also lots of bakeries around here that sell them. Do you think 
that they taste pretty similar to the real French croissant? 
 
Ms. Edick: If you happen to get them in a real bakery they are pretty simi-
lar but the ones in Walmart are not very good. Nothing compares to the 
true French croissant. 
 
 
 

Miriam: Was the food there very different?  
 
Ms. Edick: I was lucky enough to live with a French family. The family would make breakfast and dinner for me.  The 
first time I came down for breakfast they had a glass of fresh squeezed orange juice and a bowl. So I was pretty sure 
that they were having cereal or oatmeal. But they came over with the coffee and they poured the coffee in my cereal 
bowl. That’s just how they drink it. 
 
Miriam: Did the people there dress or act differently? 
 
Ms. Edick: Yes, smoking cigarettes was a big thing. You can do it in schools! In the halls of the school you would see 
kids smoking, and they also dress more put-together and chic. 
 
Miriam: What part of the French culture did you find the most interesting and do you wish it were the same here? 
 
Ms. Edick: I would not want anything to be the same here because then you can't go to France and experience it! One 
thing I liked was how much they would really take time to enjoy their meal. I would like for American culture to be less 
fast-paced since it feels like we are always rushing to go places and get things done. 
 
Miriam: There are lots of known landmarks, the Eiffel Tower for instance. What was something about those places 
that can only be experienced in person? 
 
Ms. Edick: People hated the Eiffel Tower and wanted to tear it down. When you are there you realize it is just a metal 
structure but the experience of walking to the top and standing up there is incredible. The same is true with museums, 
though I thought seeing the Mona Lisa was surprisingly disappointing. 
 
Miriam: Have you gone back to France since your time as an exchange student? 
 
Ms. Edick: Yes, I have been back twice. Once was when I lived in London. The last time was with Mrs. Comfort. It's 
been too long since I've been back. 
 
Miriam: Did you need a translator or did you know enough French to get around without one? 
 
Ms. Edick: I knew enough French and I learned so much more when I was around other French people than just read-
ing it all from a textbook.  
 
 

Many thanks to Ms. Edick for this very interesting interview!  
If you are interested in a croissant recipe, you’ll find one on the following page. 



During these times, we’ve found ourselves 

spending more and more times indoors. 

When you need a break from looking at 

screens, consider some of these recipes and 

projects to pass the time! 
French Croissants 
 

PREP: 45 mins BAKE: 30 to 40 mins 

TOTAL: 4 hrs 30 mins YIELD: 4 pounds, enough for 24 croissants 

 

Ingredients 

2 large eggs + enough warm water to make 2 cups (454g) of liquid 

1/4 cup (50g) sugar, divided 

5 1/2 to 6 cups (659g to 723g) Unbleached All-Purpose Flour 

2 1/4 teaspoons instant yeast 

2 tablespoons (28g) butter, melted 

1/2 cup (56g) Dry Milk or nonfat dry milk, optional 

1 tablespoon salt 

1 teaspoon vanilla extract (optional; for sweet pastry 

30 tablespoons (425g) unsalted butter, cool to the touch 

3/4 teaspoon salt 

1/2 cup (60g) All-Purpose Flour 

Instructions 
1. For the dough: Put the eggs and water in a large mixing bowl. 
Add 1 tablespoon of the sugar, 3 cups (362g) of the flour, and 
the yeast. Mix until well blended; set aside to let the sponge 
work. 
 
2. For the butter: Cut the butter into 1˝ chunks and combine with 
the salt and flour at low speed in a stand mixer just until smooth, 
with no lumps. Be careful not to beat too much; you don’t want 
to incorporate any air. 
 
3. Spread the butter on a piece of plastic wrap and shape into an 
8˝ square. Wrap and refrigerate for 30 minutes. 
 
4. Finish the dough: Add the melted butter to the sponge. Whisk 
together the remaining sugar, 2 1/2 cups (298g) of the flour, the 
dry milk, and salt and add to the sponge. Mix until the dough 
forms. Knead for 5 minutes; touch the dough lightly with your 
finger. If it’s still sticky, add the remaining flour 2 tablespoons at 
a time until the dough is the desired consistency. Once the 
dough is smooth and elastic, pat it into a 9˝ square, then wrap 
and refrigerate for 30 minutes. Perfect your technique. 
 
5. To laminate the dough: Remove the chilled dough from the 
refrigerator and gently roll it to a 12" square. 
 
6. Unwrap the butter square and place it in the center of the 
dough at a 45° angle, so it looks like a diamond in a square. Pull 
the corners of the dough into the center of the butter diamond. 
Moisten the edges with a little water and pinch the seams to-
gether well to enclose the butter. Dust the top with flour and turn 
the packet over. 
 
7. Tap the dough all over with a rolling pin, encouraging it into a 
rectangular shape. Once it’s pliable, roll it to a 20˝ x 10˝ rectan-
gle, picking it up and dusting lightly with flour as needed. 
 
8. When you’ve reached the proper size, use a dry brush to 
sweep off any excess flour and fold the dough in thirds, like a 
business letter. Take care to keep the edges straight and line 
them up directly over each other. If the dough slides around, use 
a little water at the corners to tack them in place. This is your 
first turn. 

 

 
9. Rotate the dough out so it looks like a book about to be 
opened. Roll the dough out once more to 20” x 10” and fold it 
as before. This is the second turn. Wrap the dough and refrig-
erate it for 30 minutes to allow the gluten in the dough to re-
lax. 
 
10. Give the dough two more turns after its rest, then wrap the 
dough well and refrigerate for at least 1 hour or overnight be-
fore using. You can also freeze the dough at this point. 
 
11. To shape the croissants: Cut the packet of dough in half. 
Wrap and refrigerate or freeze one half. 
 
12. Roll the other half to a 13˝ x 18˝ rectangle. Trim the edges 
about 1/4 all the way around with a ruler and pizza cutter. This 
removes the folded edges that would inhibit the dough’s rise. 
 
13. Cut the dough in thirds lengthwise and in half down the 
center. This will give you six 4 x 9 pieces. Cut these pieces in 
half diagonally and arrange them so the points are facing away 
from you. Stretch them gently to make them a little longer, 
then cut a 1˝ notch in the center of the base of each triangle. 
 
14. Take the two inside corners of the notch and roll them up 
toward you, building a curved shape as you roll the base of the 
dough toward the tip. Make sure the tip ends up under the 
bottom of the croissant. Place the shaped pastry on a parch-
ment-lined baking sheet, curving the ends toward each other. 
Refrigerate for 30 minutes. 
 
15. Take the croissants out of the refrigerator, and let them 
warm and rise for 60 to 90 minutes at room temperature. They 
should expand noticeably, and when you gently press one with 
your finger, the indentation should remain. 
 
16. Towards the end of the rise time, preheat the oven to 
425°F. Brush each croissant with an egg beaten with 1 table-
spoon water. Bake for 15 minutes, then reduce the oven’s 
temperature to 350°F and bake for 10 to 15 minutes more, 
until deep golden brown and no raw dough is visible where the 
layers overlap. Remove from the oven and let cool on the pan 
on a rack for 20 minutes before serving. 

 

Bon Appétit! 
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Recipe by: King Arthur Flour 



YOU WILL NEED: 

 A BLANK SHEET OF PAPER/ CONSTRUCTION PAPER  

 (4.5 inches by 4.5 inches) 

 ANYTHING YOU WANT TO DECORATE WITH; MARKERS, 

CRAYONS, STICKERS, COLORED PENCILS, ETC. 

 SOMETHING TO PUT INSIDE THE ENVELOPE 

 
DIRECTIONS: 

1. FOLD YOU PAPER IN HALF (CORNER TO CORNER) 

2. UNFOLD IT AND TURN IT UPRIGHT (SHOULD LOOK 

LIKE A BOOK) 

3. FOLD THE BOTTOM RIGHT CORNER UP TO THE CENTER LINE 
4. FOLD THE BOTTOM LEFT CORNER UP TO THE CENTER LINE  

5. TAKE THE FLAP YOU JUST MADE AT THE BOTTOM AND FOLD IT UP TO THE LINE/ THE 

MIDDLE 

6. TAKE THE ENTIRE RIGHT SIDE OF THE PAPER, AND FOLD IT (ALIGN WITH THE MIDDLE) 

7. TAKE THE ENTIRE LEFT SIDE OF THE PAPER, AND FOLD IT (ALIGN WITH THE MIDDLE) 

8. FACE THE LITTLE FLAP UP, AND FOLD THE PAPER ALL THE WAY UP (ALIGN WITH THE 
TOP OF THE PAPER) THEN UNFOLD 

9.  MAKE LITTLE SIDE FLAPS ON THE BOTTOM 

10. OPEN UP THE FIRST FLAP WE MADE, AND PUT YOUR FINGERS THROUGH 

11. TAKE THE TIP AND PUSH IT UP TO THE MIDDLE OF THE ENVELOPE 

12. TAKE THE TOP OF THE ENVELOPE AND PUT THEM INSIDE THE POCKET 
 

Here are step-by-step pictures: 

MINI ORIGAMI ENVELOPES 

By Mirela Ahmetasevic 

  These mini envelopes are the CUTEST thing ever. They are great to put a gift card in, or maybe 

even just a little note. You could use these for birthday presents, invitations, a place to put a 

little extra cash, or even your grocery list — basically anything you could do with a regular  

envelope. 

IF YOU’RE STRUGGLING AND YOU NEED SOME EXTRA HELP, CLICK ON THIS LINK:  

https://youtu.be/8ERT6LXSQVI 
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https://youtu.be/8ERT6LXSQVI


3D  PAPER  CHRISTMAS  TREE 
 

 
          

 
   

 
 
 

 

 

 

DIRECTIONS: 

STEP ONE: Take the top right corner of your paper and fold it down about 2/3 of the 
way 
STEP TWO: Cut the bottom half of your paper that isn’t folded 
STEP THREE: Now unfold your triangular paper and fold it the opposite way 
STEP FOUR: Now unfold your paper entirely and fold the bottom of the paper to the 
top (Hamburger method) 
STEP FIVE: Now unfold it again,  and fold it the same way,  but rotate your paper 
STEP SIX: By now your paper should be folded into 4 ways and it should look kind of 
like an 8-piece pizza  
STEP SEVEN: Take 2 opposite corners and connect them with each other and push the 2 
pockets together to make a square  
STEP EIGHT: Take the top flap of the square and fold it to the middle 
STEP NINE: Turn it over and do the same thing 
STEP TEN: Then cut the little flap at the end  
STEP ELEVEN: Open up the flap,  open up the pocket,  fold it over itself and put it back 
where it originally was (do for both sides) 
STEP TWELVE: Cut little slits along the tree to make it appear to have branches 
(optional) 

 
For further assistance, use this video: https://youtu.be/g_Xh4vOniPU 

 
You can also refer to the pictures below. 
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By Mirela Ahmetasevic 

If you want an easy Christmas decoration 
to put on your desk, dresser, or kitchen 

table, this is the perfect decoration 
item. It’s very easy to do and it doesn't 
take a lot of time. AND, you only need a 

piece of paper and scissors, and some 
decorative items (Only if you want to 

decorate your tree). 

Step 1 

Step 6 

Step 11 

https://youtu.be/g_Xh4vOniPU
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The Spectator Newspaper Club  

2020-2021 Recruitment Notice 

The Spectator encourages all students to join the club.                                                        

If you didn’t join for this issue, sign up for the next one.   

Sarkanyaw Chit, President 

Per Ler U, Vice-President 

Mirela Ahmetasevic, Secretary 

Miriam Grove, Treasurer 

Azariah Barber 

Jocelyn Barnard 

Suhaly Black 

Heather Concepcion 

Tina Covic 

Octavia Dragotta 

Amani Hamid 

Sa Mee Mar 

Jama Muya 

Logan Orlando 

Kristall Padilla 

Xavier Perea 

Advisor: Dylann McLaughlin 

Thank you for Supporting Donovan’s Student  

newspaper and Utica Coffee roasting Co.  

at the same time! 

        Spectator Staff 

Thank you to the UCSD Superintendent and the                                          

Board of Education for their continued support of 

The Spectator Newspaper:  

Mr. Karam, Superintendent  

Mr. L. LaPolla, President  

Mr. Cardillo, Vice-President 

Mr. Dawes 

Mr. Salatino  

Mr. A. LaPolla 

Mr. Hobika Jr.  

Mrs. Padula 

Mr. Falchi, Director of Curriculum and Instruction  

A Note from the Editor 

This issue of The Spectator Newspaper looks quite different from what you may be used to. This 

year, we are facing the challenges of a global pandemic and remote learning. While this fall is-

sue would normally be filled with articles on sports, drama productions, field trips, and class-

room happenings, we’ve had to adapt to these unique times. Our staff writers have worked hard 

to come up with interesting and relevant topics, conduct remote interviews with peers and 

teachers, and work as a team though they cannot meet face-to-face. I am incredibly proud of 

their unwavering school spirit as well as their incredible work. We thank you for your contin-

ued support and hope to see you all very soon! 

Sincerely, Ms. McLaughlin 


